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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR MISSIONARY

The last month or two has been quite a surreal experience. On one hand, it seems we have
returned to the past, which 1s not a bad thing. We are staying at home more and enjoying
family. Parents and some grandparents are spending more time teaching their children mstead
of relying solely on the school do it. I remember my first “church” experience 60 years ago. It
was at a drive-in theatre, not unlike what some of you are doing at your church. Then again,
we are also stepping out into the future! I offer hearty congratulations to all you pastors who've
diligently sought ways to worship God and care for your church family even though we are
quarantined. Drive-in and Facebook Live worship services are abounding. You report that
many more souls are worshipping, online, than you ever have i your sanctuary! Praise God!
Some of you have even designed ways for your church family to continue supporting the
church, be it through electronic giving or curbside donation boxes. Yet, for sure, we all are
looking forward to the time when our church families can gather once again, praise and pray
together, and even experience those holy hugs the Bible talks about. I've been missing them,
haven't you? While we realize we can worship God without a building... we love the assem-
bling of the saints, don't we! I don't know that we will ever return to what we had before any-
time soon. I do believe that, no matter the circumstances and conditions, the mission of the
Church must go forward! We can allow nothing to stop or distract that mission. While we may
have to adjust or even change our methods, we never, ever let the Gospel message go unpro-
claimed. It's just too fabulous to be muted. It 1s exactly this message that our world, nation and
community need to hear—the message of hope, joy and encouragement. Let us be praying and
listening for that still, small voice of the Holy Spirit to lead us into the new future from here. I
am filled with great anticipation as to what God has for His church, next!
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CURRENT STATUS

Sacks of Love 1s serving approximately 400 food-insecure
students 1n 20 schools mn the Kershaw County School
District. They have few options for meals on weekends and

holidays. Through this ministry, children have been provided

sacks filled with nutritious food on weekends and holidays.

When schools closed their doors, creative ways were found to continue serving these students. Church-
es have had some success in getting the sacks to the children, through delivery on the school buses that
were already delivering the Monday-Friday breakfasts and lunches. Others are delivered by principals,
teachers and counselors, or picked up at various locations.

WE HOPE TO JOIN WITH THE SCHOOL SYSTEM AND PROVIDE SACKS OF
LOVE TO HUNGRY CHILDREN THROUGH THE SUMMER MONTHS

Now, summer 1s around the comer, and even e-learning school will be over. With the current stay-at-
home order and job situations being affected, there are heart-breaking conditions for some of our Sacks
of Love students. These families, already being stretched to the limit financially before COVID19, are
watching their situations become more desperate. They have to decide whether to pay their mortgage.
buy food or medicine. What an opportunity for the churches to show God’s love in an amazing way
while ministering to a community in need!

HERE’S WHAT IS NEEDED

1) Churches/church members —Your help is needed in pro-
viding sacks to these hungry children through the months
of June, July and August. Some of our churches have been
supporting this effort faithfully the entire school year, and
others are needed to join in the blessing . . . This 1s a mission
outreach a church can do even when we are socially distant.
In some cases. one church can handle one school. In other
cases, 2 or 3 churches may go together for one school. If enough join in, no church will need to do
all three months.

2) Churches will be responsible for purchasing the food and packing the sacks. Milk may be picked up
from the Kershaw Baptist Association, free to the churches.

3) The number of students being served is different for each school. We will work out the numbers
that your church can handle. The cost of one sack depends on the items you include, but should be
able to stay in the $6.00—6.50 range, possibly less. A list of food approved by the Kershaw County
School District dietitian will be given to you.

4) Monetary donations are also needed. Y ou may send donations to Kershaw Baptist Association,
14 East DeKalb Street, Camden, SC 29020, and earmark your check "Sacks of Love.”
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Don’t miss this opportunity to allow God to demonstrate His power to provide.
Quote from Morris Chapman, 1990-92 President, SBC
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